
Being a cybersecurity administrator in today's fast-paced IT landscape is like being a firefighter in a city built entirely of 
matchsticks. You are constantly bombarded with security threats, compliance demands, and endless alerts. But fear not! This 
guide will help you survive and thrive by e�ectively managing a Privileged Access Management (PAM) solution.

For more content like and follow me: @bertblevins

Introduction

The Survival Guide
for the Insanely Busy Cybersecurity Admin

Embrace Automation—Your Best Friend

Automate provisioning and deprovisioning of privileged 
accounts to eliminate stale credentials. (Who: Delinea | 
Product: Platform, Secret Server, IGA | Benefit: Reduces 
manual e�ort, ensures compliance)

Manually managing privileged access is a nightmare. Automating key PAM processes reduces human error, enforces security 
policies, and saves time.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Use Just-in-Time (JIT) access to grant privileges only 
when needed and revoke them automatically. (Who: 
Delinea | Product: Platform, Secret Server, Privileged 
Access Service | Benefit: Minimizes attack surface, 
enhances security)

Set up session recording and alerts for anomalous 
activities to detect threats early. (Who: Delinea | Product: 
Platform, Server Suite | Benefit: Improves visibility, 
accelerates threat response)

Master the Art of Least Privilege

Implement Role-Based Access Control (RBAC) to ensure 
users have only the access they require. (Who: Delinea | 
Product: IGA, Secret Server, Server Suite | Benefit: Reduces 
risk of insider threats, enforces least privilege)

Over-privileged users are a hacker’s dream. Enforcing least privilege minimizes the attack surface and enhances security.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Use time-limited access grants to reduce unnecessary 
long-term privileges. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, 
Secret Server, Privileged Access Service | Benefit: Limits 
exposure, improves security posture)

Audit and adjust permissions regularly to reflect 
organizational changes. (Who: Delinea | Product: IGA, 
Secret Server, Privileged Access Service | Benefit: Ensures 
up-to-date access, maintains compliance)

Streamline Access Requests and Approvals

Implement self-service access requests with built-in 
security policies. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, IGA, 
Privileged Access Service, Secret Server | Benefit: Reduces 
admin workload, improves response times)

When access requests pile up, they create bottlenecks. A well-designed request workflow makes approvals fast and secure.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Leverage AI-driven analytics to identify risky requests 
before approval. (Who: Delinea | Product: AIDA, Platform 
| Benefit: Enhances security through risk-based 
decision-making)

Use multi-factor authentication (MFA) for all privileged 
account approvals. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, 
Privileged Access Service, Server Suite | Benefit: 
Strengthens access security, reduces unauthorized access 
risk)
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Monitor, Detect, and Respond in Real-Time

Enable session recording and keystroke logging for all 
privileged sessions. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, Secret 
Server | Benefit: Provides full accountability, aids in forensic 
analysis)

You can’t protect what you can’t see. Continuous monitoring ensures you can detect and respond to suspicious activities before they escalate.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Deploy behavior-based anomaly detection to identify 
unauthorized actions. (Who: Delinea | Product: AIDA, Platform | 
Benefit: Detects threats early, prevents breaches)

Integrate PAM logs with a SIEM solution for real-time 
correlation and response. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, 
Secret Server, Server Suite | Benefit: Speeds up incident 
response, improves visibility)

Tame Third-Party and Non-Human Identities

Use vendor privileged access management (VPAM) to 
grant temporary, monitored access. (Who: Delinea | Product: 
Platform, Privileged Remote Access, Secret Server | Benefit: 
Ensures secure vendor access, reduces insider risk)

External vendors, contractors, and machine identities are often overlooked but can pose significant risks.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Secure machine identities with automated credential 
rotation to prevent credential theft. (Who: Delinea | Product: 
Platform, Secret Server, CIEM | Benefit: Prevents credential 
misuse, strengthens automation security)

Apply the same security rigor to third-party accounts as 
internal privileged users. (Who: Delinea | Product: CIEM, 
Privileged Access Service, Secret Server | Benefit: Closes 
third-party security gaps, enforces compliance)

Keep Compliance in Check Without Losing Your Mind

Automate audit reporting to generate compliance reports on 
demand. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, Secret Server, IGA | 
Benefit: Saves time, simplifies audits)

Regulatory frameworks like NIST, ISO 27001, and GDPR require strict access controls. A well-managed PAM solution makes compliance a breeze.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Enforce strong password policies and rotate credentials 
frequently. (Who: Delinea | Product: Secret Server, Privileged 
Access Service, CIEM | Benefit: Reduces password-related 
breaches, ensures security hygiene)

Perform regular penetration testing to validate the 
e�ectiveness of your PAM controls. (Who: Delinea | Product: 
Server Suite, CIEM, AIDA | Benefit: Identifies weaknesses, 
strengthens defenses proactively)

Don't Just Survive—Thrive!

Regularly review and optimize your PAM strategy to align 
with evolving threats. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, Secret 
Server, AIDA | Benefit: Keeps security current, enhances threat 
resilience)

Your job is demanding, but with the right strategies, you can work smarter, not harder.

Why It Matters:

Survival Tips:

Train your team on PAM best practices to reduce reliance 
on manual interventions. (Who: Delinea | Product: Platform, 
Secret Server, Privileged Remote Access | Benefit: Improves 
operational efficiency, minimizes errors)

Leverage AI-driven analytics to predict security risks before 
they become incidents. (Who: Delinea | Product: AIDA, Platform | 
Benefit: Proactively prevents threats, reduces attack surface)

Managing privileged access doesn’t have to be an overwhelming task. By following these survival tips, you can secure your environment while staying 
sane in the process. Cybersecurity is a marathon, not a sprint—so pace yourself, automate where possible, and always stay one step ahead of attackers.
Happy securing!

Final Thoughts




